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BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE  William Boulter, Denis Frawley, Eileen McIlvenny, Desmond 

Child, Lilian Stace, Anne White, Annie Reason 

 

5
th

  SUNDAY of Easter (Year A) 

10.00am onwards Mass available on You Tube led by our children this weekend  

MONDAY 11
th

: Of the Day at Easter 

TUESDAY 12
th

: Of the Day at Easter 

WEDNESDAY 13
th

: Of the Day at Easter 

5.00pm onwards – Reflection available on You Tube 

THURSDAY  14
th

: Saint Matthias 

FRIDAY  15
th

: Of the Day at Easter 

SATURDAY 16
th

: Of the Day at Easter 

6
th

 SUNDAY of Easter (Year A)   

 

The You Tube services are recorded and so can be accessed at any time  

 

Mass Intentions  Masses were said for the following intentions last week: 

Hinckley Dead List     Margaret France       Elsa Taylor                                                  

Malcolm Jephcote                    Ronnie Sowman (C.Childs)       John & Clarice Ellis 

Francis Brennan        Sr.Hypolita OP                    James Lynam                    

Phil Lathbury                  Peter Fitzgerald                               John Elkington (Scola) 

 

Finance – many people have been asking about our financial situation during the crisis. You can 

see what it is from the panel at the right of this page. Those of you who kindly make a weekly 

contribution by envelope will receive a letter from our Treasurers suggesting a means of continuing 

to support our communities for which we are very grateful. 

First Communion – thanks to our catechists who are continuing to send out and monitor work with 

our children preparing for their First Communion. We do not of course know when this can take 

place and recognise among other worries parents‟ concern about whether their daughters will fit 

into their dresses (!) but we hope we can arrange to celebrate the great day at some stage in the near 

future. This also applies to Confirmation which is due in September, so we will keep an eye on 

events and wait to hear from the bishop. In the meantime, candidates should proceed with their 

work and send it in to Fr.Frank if you can. 

VE Day Celebrations – it‟s great to see the bunting displayed and within our muted celebrations 

we will not forget to pray for all who died in war and for an end of warfare and violence 

everywhere. 

 

Pope Francis has urged us to make a special effort in May to pray the rosary, uniting ourselves 

with believers all around the world and asking for Mary‟s intercession in stopping the pandemic. 

“Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us even more united 
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as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of trial,” he said. He has written two 

prayers, for us to say with him, the first of which is as follows: 

“O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation ands hope. we entrust 

ourselves to you, Health of the sick, who at the foot of the cross were united with Jesus‟ suffering 

and persevered in your faith. You know our needs and we know that you will provide so that, as art 

Cana in Galilee joy and celebration may return after this time of trial. Help us, mother of Divine 

Love to conform ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what Jesus tells us. for he took upon 

himself our suffering and burdened himself with our sorrows to bring us, through the cross, to the 

joy of the Resurrection” 

 

God has not sent the pandemic upon us   Fr.Richard Leonard SJ The Tablet 25 April 2020  

 

“Christians believe that Jesus came to fulfil the Old Testament; they believe too that everything in 

the Old Testament should be interpreted through the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. This matters 

when we come to understand the meaning of plagues and other natural disasters. For the peoples of 

the ancient world, if there was a flood, plague or pestilence than God was saying something through 

it. But in the gospels Jesus never sends a plague, a natural disaster or turns anyone into a pillar of 

salt. Jesus isn‟t into murderous retribution nor is God the Father. Jesus is the incarnate correction to 

false views of how God  works in the world. So, even though Covid-19‟s origins are yet to be 

finally established, they have a natural explanation and the way the virus has spread has been in 

measure the result of poor human decisions. God has not sent the pandemic upon us. Whenever 

there is a local or global catastrophe, there are always some Christians who say that it has been sent 

as a punishment by God for various contemporary sins. This reveals a belief in God as a kind of 

extra-powerful figure ruling the universe, a chief executive who tolerates bad behaviour up to a 

point, but then his patience snaps and he stops the nonsense, sending a tsunami or a pandemic to 

remind us who is boss. God as a vengeful tyrant is a neat if frightening solution to the deep pain in 

our lives; our suffering has to come from somewhere, and perhaps it is understandable that some 

seek the explanation that it is sent  directly by God. But there is a huge difference between God 

permitting evil in our world and God perpetrating such acts upon us. The Church teaches that the 

first  proposition is true but not the second. Because God wants us to be fully free, our world holds 

the possibility of our choosing evil; if it were otherwise, we would be marionettes. This is a world 

away from God directly causing suffering and destruction. Just because sometimes people grow 

through pain and suffering, it does not mean God has sent these things as a test; rather this growth is 

a testament to God accompanying us through every moment, inspiring us to be in solidarity with all 

God‟s children, so that together we make the best decisions in the shadow of death and the valley of 

tears. nor does God send us plagues to teach us things, though we can learn from them, and we are 

learning a lot right now about our delicate relationship with the created order and how poor choices 

made in one place can have unintended consequences in other places. We are also learning that the 

best response to natural disasters or health emergencies is transparency, good government, honest 

reporting, human ingenuity, responsible citizenship and valuing the common good; we are also 

learning how extraordinarily resilient some of us are in the face of tragedy. How can I be so 

confident that God is not deadly by nature? Because the God revealed in Jesus Christ is not a tyrant 

but a lover, a God prepared to go to any lengths – even to give up his life on the cross – to save us, 

even though we do not deserve it. John 1:5 says, „God is light; in him there is no darkness‟. If that is 

true, plagues and pandemics cannot be part of an arsenal of weapons deployed by an angry God to 

punish us for our selfishness and greed. Spiritual sanity in these difficult days rests in seeing that 

every moment of every day God does what he did on Good Friday; not intervening to prevent 

humanity killing Jesus but not allowing evil and despair to have the last word. The power of 

amazing grace enables us to make the most of even the worst situations, to help each other in every 

way we can and to let light and life have the last word. Easter Sunday is God‟s response to Good 

Friday: life out of death.”   

 


